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The Triple Nickel: Black Paratroopers in 
Washington State during WWII
Presented by Robert L. Bartlett

What is Operation Firefly? It was May of 1945, when an elite 
unit made up of some of the Army’s best trained paratroopers 
were assigned to a remote airstrip in Oregon as part of a highly 
classified mission known as Operation Firefly. This first all-black 
paratrooper unit’s mission and service involving Washington State 
made quiet history and is all but forgotten. In a surprising and 
insightful presentation, Robert L. “Bob” Bartlett tells the tale of 
the “555.” Trained by U.S. Forest Service Rangers, members of the 
555 jumped on some 36 forest fires as first responders, including 
the 1945 Mt. Baker fire. In the process of helping to save our 
forests, they gained military fame as the first all-black “Airborne 
Infantry Firefighters.” 

Cheney	 Sunday, Aug 16	 2pm

North Spokane	 Wednesday, Aug 26	 6:30pm

Sponsored by: 

Ripe for the Telling: Surprising Stories of 
Washington Fruit
Presented by Julia Harrison

What is the messy and juicy history of Washington’s produce 
industry? From apples to oranges, huckleberries to durian, 
anthropologist Julia Harrison will cover how these perishable 
products preserve historic events and reflect our changing 
relationship to the natural world. This discussion includes a large 
cast of characters: pioneers, entrepreneurs, orchardists, labor 
activists, a horticultural prodigy and Cashmere’s own “Cider 
King.” Full of suspense, tragedy, triumph, heroism and even some 
romance, this presentation will reveal some of our state’s juiciest 
stories. Beyond providing nutrition and injecting billions of dollars 
into Washington State’s economy, fruit connects us to the past, to 
the environment, and to people we may never meet. 

Cheney	 Wednesday, Sep 16	 6:30pm

North Spokane	 Thursday, Sep 17	 6:30pm 

Otis Orchards	 Thursday, Sep 17	 1pm

Sponsored by: 

Pickling Summer Vegetables 
Presented by Anna Kestell, Food Safety/Preservation Specialist 

Cucumbers aren’t the only vegetables you can pickle to perfection. 
Local food safety/preservation specialist Anna Kestell will teach you 
how to safely pickle and preserve your summer vegetables. Extend 
your garden’s summer bounty into the fall and winter months!

Pre-registration required. Class space is limited to 20.

Argonne	 Tuesday, Aug 11	 6:30pm

Cheney	 Wednesday, Sep 9	 6:30pm 

Deer Park	 Tuesday, Sep 1	 6:30pm

Otis Orchards	 Tuesday, Aug 25	 6:30pm

Spokane Valley	 Monday, Aug 31	 6:30pm

Fresh Vietnamese Spring Rolls
On those summer days when no one feels like being stuck in a hot 
kitchen, fresh spring rolls are the perfect no-cook snack or meal. 
Learn about the different varieties of fillings and dipping sauces, 
and then try your hand at rolling your own vegetarian fresh rolls. 

Pre-registration required. Class space is limited to 20.

Cheney	 Wednesday, Aug 12	 7pm

Moran Prairie	 Tuesday, Aug 11	 7pm

Secrets of Sauerkraut
Healthy and delicious, sauerkraut is one of the most basic 
fermentations—transforming food without the addition 
of chemicals, additives, or even vinegar. Local food safety/
preservation specialist Anna Kestell will teach you how to make 
your own sauerkraut with just cabbage and salt. Come see the 
magic of fermentation at work! 

Pre-registration required. Class space is limited to 20.

Medical Lake	 Monday, Aug 17	 6:30pm

North Spokane	 Thursday, Aug 13	 6:30pm

Delicious No-Bake Desserts
Discover how to indulge your sweet tooth without turning on the 
oven. At this hands-on class, you’ll pick up some tips and tricks for 
making no-bake desserts and then make your own delicious treats 
to take home and enjoy. 

Pre-registration required. Class space is limited to 20.

Deer Park	 Wednesday, Aug 26	 7pm

Spokane Valley	 Thursday, Aug 27	 7pm

Fresh Salsas
Salsa and pico de gallo are versatile, cool summer treats made even 
better by fresh, seasonal ingredients. At this hands-on class, you’ll 
start with a traditional tomato base and move out to more unique 
ingredients and flavors. Share your homemade salsa with friends 
and spice up your next summer soiree or backyard barbeque. 

Pre-registration required. Class space is limited to 20.

Medical Lake	 Wednesday, Sep 23	 7pm

Otis Orchards	 Tuesday, Sep 22	 7pm

Improve Your Golf Game 
PGA-certified instructors will discuss the fundamentals of putting, 
chipping, and the full swing, as well as provide an on-course golf 
rules and etiquette clinic. Seize this opportunity to take some 
shots and receive a swing evaluation so you can learn to hit like 
the pros. There’s no need to have your own equipment—all golf 
courses will have equipment available to use. Get out on the green 
and improve your game! 

Pre-registration required. Class space is limited to 20.

Cheney Fairways	 Tuesday, Aug 11	 6–8pm 

9810 West Melville Rd  |  Cheney, WA 99004

Deer Park Golf Club	 Thursday, Aug 13	 6–8pm 

1201 North Country Club Dr  |  Deer Park, WA 99006

Hangman Valley Golf Course	 Tuesday, Aug 18	 6–8pm 

2210 E. Hangman Valley Rd  |  Spokane, WA 99223

Celtic Rhythm with Floating Crowbar 
Spokane-based, multi-instrumentalists Don Thomsen and James 
Hunter have joined forces with guitarist Rick Rubin and fiddler 
Morgan Andersen to form the configuration known as Floating 
Crowbar—fast becoming the best Irish band in the area. Floating 
Crowbar plays a high energy mix of Irish instrumental music and 
songs drawn from traditional and contemporary sources. Coming 
from a wide variety of backgrounds and musical interests, they 
bring together their common passion for Irish music, good humor, 
mutual respect, and friendship into a show that will be enjoyed by 
any Celtic music fan.

Airway Heights Sunset Park	 Thursday, Aug 13	 6:30pm

Argonne	 Wednesday, Aug 5	 6:30pm

Cheney	 Thursday, Sep 24	 6:30pm

Deer Park	 Saturday, Aug 15	 2pm

Medical Lake Waterfront Park	 Thursday, Sep 3	 6:30pm 

North Spokane	 Thursday, Aug 27	 6:30pm

Otis Orchards	 Saturday, Aug 8	 6:30pm

Spokane Valley	 Thursday, Sep 10	 6:30pm

Finnish Folk with Vellamo 
On tour from the western coast of Finland, Vellamo plays 
traditional Finnish, Swedish, and English folk songs along with 
original compositions. This dynamic duo, composed of Joni Tiala 
and Pia Leinonen, has been delighting European and American 
audiences since 2008. Their hybrid of traditional and retro sounds 
makes for an enchanting acoustic experience. Let them take you 
on a musical journey you won’t soon forget! 

Deer Park	 Tuesday, Sep 15	 6:30pm

Moran Prairie	 Tuesday, Sep 15	 2pm

A special thanks to our 
Friends of the Library for  
their generous donations  
to the summer programs.

Digital Resources

For 24-hour online learning 
opportunities, check out the 
following resources in the  
DIGITAL LIBRARY at www.scld.org.

Enriched Entertainment  
Instantly stream music, movies, TV shows, 
audiobooks—and now eBooks and comics—
on hoopla. Plus, every week get entirely free 
access to brand new albums the same day 
they’re released for sale. 

Lifestyle Topics
Download digital copies of current magazines 
ranging from Golf Digest and Taste of Home to 
Newsweek and National Geographic on Zinio.

Expanded Knowledge
Learn about digital photography, creative 
writing, interior design, and more with 
6-week Gale Courses taught by established 
professionals. 

Popular Titles
Browse millions of popular eBook and 
audiobook titles like The Girl On The Train 
and All The Light We Cannot See available for 
digital check out on OverDrive.   

Summer Hobbies
Find how-to instructions for summer hobbies 
like bird watching and vegetable gardening in 
our Hobbies and Crafts Reference Center.
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