
 

What is critical race theory? 
 

 

READ 

Meckler, Laura, and Hannah Natanson. “As schools 
expand racial equity work, conservatives see a 
new threat in critical race theory.” 
Washington Post, 3 May 2021. Gale in 
Context: Opposing Viewpoints. Accessed 1 
July 2021.  

A breakdown of individual controversies 
across the nation in K-12 education, over how 
history should be taught and how different 
cultural experiences and racial differences 
should be addressed. Are children being 
forced to address issues of race too early and 
too often? Are schools safe and welcoming 
places for all students, or are some children 
prioritized more in a school’s culture? 

Bell, Derrick. Faces at the Bottom of the Well. Basic Books, ebook format. 2018.  

One of the pioneering books that launched the idea of critical race theory, Bell’s work 
covers the permanence of racism and the need for people of all races in poverty to band 
together for change. A new forward by Michelle Alexander reflects on how the book is 
relevant today.  

WATCH  
WATCH: Answering your questions on critical race theory. Public Broadcasting Service, PBS 

News Hour. Video. 29 June 2021.  
 
Prudence Carter, a professor at UC Berkeley who researches race and inequality in 
schools, explains what critical race theory is and what concerns parents and teachers may 
have relating to it. She also answers the questions of parents writing into the broadcast 
with additional concerns. 

 

 

DIGITAL RESOURCE 

Gale in Context: Opposing 
Viewpoints 

Discover more about critical race 
theory with this resource. 

PRINT & OTHER MATERIALS IN 
OUR CATALOG 

Search our catalog for books, large 
print, eBooks, and audiobooks at 
www.scld.org/catalog. 

https://proxy.scld.org/login?url=https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A660529312/OVIC?u=spok67112&sid=bookmark-OVIC&xid=c197116a
https://proxy.scld.org/login?url=https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A660529312/OVIC?u=spok67112&sid=bookmark-OVIC&xid=c197116a
https://proxy.scld.org/login?url=https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A660529312/OVIC?u=spok67112&sid=bookmark-OVIC&xid=c197116a
https://scld.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_237_464$002f0$002f237_464:OVERDRIVE:051b8da8-5266-409a-bb4e-c0018433f67e/ada?qu=critical+race+theory&d=ent%3A%2F%2FERC_237_464%2F0%2F237_464%3AOVERDRIVE%3A051b8da8-5266-409a-bb4e-c0018433f67e%7EERC_ST_DEFAULT%7E9&h=8
https://youtu.be/k4pvWBcNoec
https://proxy.scld.org/login?url=https://go-gale-com.proxy.scld.org/ps/basicSearch.do?inputFieldNames%5B0%5D=OQE&limiterFieldValues%5BDB%5D=OVIC&inputFieldValues%5B0%5D=critical+race+theory&nwf=y&searchType=BasicSearchForm&userGroupName=spok67112&prodId=OVIC&spellCheck=true&method=doSearch&dblist=&stw.option=&ebook=&_singleLimiterFieldValues%5BAC%5D=on&_singleLimiterFieldValues%5BRE%5D=on
https://proxy.scld.org/login?url=https://go-gale-com.proxy.scld.org/ps/basicSearch.do?inputFieldNames%5B0%5D=OQE&limiterFieldValues%5BDB%5D=OVIC&inputFieldValues%5B0%5D=critical+race+theory&nwf=y&searchType=BasicSearchForm&userGroupName=spok67112&prodId=OVIC&spellCheck=true&method=doSearch&dblist=&stw.option=&ebook=&_singleLimiterFieldValues%5BAC%5D=on&_singleLimiterFieldValues%5BRE%5D=on
http://www.scld.org/catalog


 

 

 

 

LISTEN  
Barbaro, Micheal. “The Debate Over Critical Race Theory.” New York Times. The Daily podcast. 2 

July 2021. 

A history of how critical race theory has appeared in modern politics, beginning the with 
Clinton administration and gaining traction through the Trump and Biden presidencies. 
The viewpoints of parents and school boards across the nation are explored, especially 
the controversies around systemic racism and whether it exists, and what as a nation we 
should do about it.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/podcasts/the-daily/critical-race-theory-debate.html

